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Lotawana News

www.lakelotawananews.com
YOUR COMMUNITY CONNECTION

Mayor’s Column 

City of Lake Lotawana
www.lakelotawana.org

Visit us on Facebook – City of Lake Lotawana

City Hall Office Hours
Hours: Mon - Fri   8 am-4:30 pm

578-4215            Emergency - 911

Police (non emergency) 578-4333

Animal Control                   578-4333

Board of Aldermen Work Session

April 3, 2018 7:00 p.m. 

Board of Aldermen Meeting

March 20. 2018 7:00 p.m. 

Board of Adjustment

March 27, 2018
All meetings are at Lake Lotawana City Hall

Lake Lotawana Association, Inc.
Association Office Hours

Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri: 9 am - 4:30 pm

Sat: 8 am - 12 noon      

Sun, Mon Closed

Phone: 578-4272                Fax:     578-4080

Association  Meeting

March 13, 2018    7:30 p.m.
Lake Lotawana Community United Methodist Church

Lake Improvement Board

March 22, 2018     7:00 p.m.
Lake Lotawana City Hall 

(continued on page 2)

Lotawana News
Next issue: March 28, 2018

Deadline: Monday, March 19, 2018

PO Box 6613, Lee’s Summit, MO 64064

Phone:  578-5834
www.lakelotawananews.com

email: lotawananews@aol.com

(continued on page 2)

With the weather getting bet-

ter, construction activity is pick-

ing up.  A few gentle reminders

are in order.  There are many

projects that require permits

from the Association.  Basically,

we require permits to enforce

the Rules and Regulations and

the Deed of Restrictions of the Association.  Also,

many activities take their toll on the roads.  Since we

receive no state or local taxes to maintain them, several

years ago the membership voted to access a “road

impact fee” which helps to defray some of the costs

involved in certain projects involving truck deliveries.

Any new builds, additions, concrete flatwork, retaining

walls (including seawalls), decks, and roofs will gener-

ate a road impact fee.  Any dumpsters or PODs will

also require a permit for the same reason.  New docks

built at the marina will generate a “dock impact fee.”

Any projects that involve the “common area” which

includes the Lake, the Parkway, the Platted Pathways

and the road right-of-way will require permission.

This includes the planting or removing of trees and

shrubs on the common areas.  In most cases a current

survey is necessary to determine the property lines.  If

your project involves driving equipment on the com-

mon area a “parkway use permit” is required.  Golf

carts on the Parkway require inspection and a registra-

tion sticker.  Any changes to docking structures not

only require a permit, but also must be approved by the

Lake Improvement Board.  The Lake Improvement

Board also hears cases requiring variances on non-con-

forming structures.  This board meets once a month

and agendas fill up quickly, so plan accordingly.  The

City of Lake Lotawana has their own set of rules and

requirements for permits so check with them as well.

There was a time when the standing joke out here

was do your project on weekends when no enforce-

When I ran for Mayor three

years ago, I had little idea of the

intricacies required to operate a

sewer system. Nine years ago,

during my first few years on the

Board, we were presented with

an engineering plan to build

another plant to effectively

process the system’s flow. At that point, we didn’t have

any data, detailed studies, or a solid understanding of

the core collection system challenges. Thankfully, the

Mayor and Board were wise enough to pass on that

proposal.

Our sewer collection system is complex. If you look

around our lake, part of the beauty is the Ozarks like

terrain in our area. Part of the challenge our system

faces is the Ozarks like terrain in our area. The best

sewer system designs are gravity feed, and processing

plants are located at the lowest point. We are not that

lucky. Our collection system has nearly 30 lift stations

to pump over hills, under the lake, and over the dam.

The area’s initial collection system was installed over

75 years ago. These original lines have been replaced

or lined over the years, but many of those enhance-

ments have aged over time. 

In 2013 the Missouri Department of Natural

Resources (MDNR) required the City to develop an

annualized sewer system improvement plan. This is

pretty common. The City signed an Abatement Order

on Consent with the MDNR, where we are legally

required to spend about 10% of our annual sewer sys-

tem operating budget on improvements and system

enhancements. 

The City has aggressively attacked these responsi-

bilities. We have now smoke tested the entire system

and are annually video scoping different areas of our

collection system. We have established a regular main-

tenance plan for all of the pumps in our lift stations,

Association Website

www.lakelotawana.net
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$1 OFF Any 12” Pizza

$2 OFF Any 16” Pizza

Delivery Hours: All deliveries start at 4 pm

Mon thru Sat   Open at 4 pm 

Sun  Open at Noon

HAPPY HOUR   Mon.- Fri. 4 - 6 pm

www.facebook.com\russospizzamo

578-4943

RUSSO’S
Lake Lotawana

7 Hwy North of Colbern

Lake Lotawana Community

United Methodist Church
28901 E. Colbern Rd. 

8 and 10:00 am Worship Service

9:00 am Sunday School

EVERYONE WELCOME!

Rev. Chris Snyder, Pastor

www.llcumc.org

secretary@llcumc.org

578-4544

Mayor’s Column

and we have applied technology to help us determine

where to prioritize fixes. We are now able to collect

flow data at each pump station via internet connected

pump monitors. When it rains, we can now see areas of

major flow increases. When it is dry, we can now

establish baselines for average system flow. We can

look at this information for the entire system, for a spe-

cific area of the system, or even for a single pump sta-

tion. 

Everyone sees the technology improvements that

impact our daily lives like cell phones, home automa-

tion systems, led lights, and improvement in alterna-

tive energy, but technology improvements are also

helping us improve our sewer system and properly

treat the water that flows down your kitchen sink!

Over the next few years, your Board of Aldermen

will need to make some serious decisions about the

future of our sewer system. We have a major set of

bonds that will be paid off. Last year, the City was

granted a large grant from the Missouri Department of

Natural Resources to analyze and recommend a path

forward once those bonds expire. 

As we complete that MDNR sponsored study, I will

let you know the findings. When available, we will

post the entire report on the City website.

On another note, by the end of March, I will post a

State of the City video on the City website that will

cover the City team’s past accomplishments, as well as

insights into what the future holds for our community.

If you have a topic you would like me to cover in a

future article, please drop me a note!

Scott Miles, Mayor

City of Lake Lotawana

Smiles@lakelotawana.org

MARTIN PROPERTY

Brush & Yard Waste Drop Off

Michelle Anderson 816-578-5718

Brad Barnhart 816-578-2233

Dwane Ficcadenti 816-830-8896
Jackie Gammill 816-679-8090

Dave Higdon 816-774-3513
Eric Johnson 816-578-5854

Nancy Myers 816-578-5786

Peggy Rudder 816-309-9578

Dave Williams 816-875-8646

Alternates

Jeff Moore 816-578-4944

Mike Morlan 816-589-7134
Please respect the above volunteers’ time 
when calling and call between the hours of
9:00 am and 7:00 pm.

Lake Lotawana Association

COMBINATION CONTACT LIST

BOAT RAMP &/OR TRAILER STORAGE

Rena Allin  816-550-0921

Michelle Anderson   816-578-5718

Don Leven 816-578-4596

Chuck Kitley 816-679-4136

Dick Stuart 816-578-4752

ASSOCIATION TRAILER STORAGE
Boat trailer storage is available at the Avise proper-

ty, across the dam. Decals are available at the

Association office. The cost per year for each trailer

is $35.00. Permits are to be renewed each year, the

same as watercraft. When calling, be prepared to give

either a boat or trailer registration number.

USED MOTOR OIL

Used MOTOR oil is collected at the Association

Office at 10417 E. Thompson Road. The used oil pro-

vides the fuel to heat the shop portion of the building.

Please leave motor oil in containers outside the garage

door at the south door of the shop.  If folks need it

transferred out of their container, we ask that they call

to be sure that someone from operations is here to

transfer it.

Association News 

ment was around.  I don’t recommend it.  Lately, the

board has been directing staff to issue points to offend-

ers who do work without permit.  As you know, if you

accumulate enough points, you can lose your Lake

Rights.  And the points will keep accumulating until

the member makes it right.  It is always a good idea to

call the office if there is any uncertainty before you

begin planning a project.

Submitted by:  Jan T. Olson - Executive Director

If you need to reach me for anything, please email

me at janolson@lakelotawana.net or call the office at

578-4272.

Lake Lotawana Phone Numbers
Water Patrol: Ron DesCombes  564-8250

Lotawana Fire (non emergency) 578-4211

Prairie Township Fire (non emergency)  525-4200

Water District # 15 697-5472, 697-1824
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Licensed & Insured

Senior Discounts

Family Operated

Major Credit  Cards Accepted

Residential/Commercial

Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Excavating

Sump Pumps

Remodeling

Water & Gas Piping

Water Heaters

(816) 347-2610 or (913) 321-6237

Fax: (816) 347-2612

sales@blplumbingserviceinc.com

Check Our Website for 

Special Offers!
www.blplumbingserviceinc.com

Servicing Lake Lotawana over 16 years

1707 NE Rice Road, Lee’s Summit, MO 64086

816-524-0255
www.flooringandmorekc.com

LOTAWANA T-BALL SPONSOR
LOTAWANA’S CARPET CONNECTION

New larger showroom! Same great service!
1000’s of products to choose from!

Expanded inventory!

Daily and Weekly Specials!

CARPET - CERAMIC - HARDWOOD

LAMINATE - BLINDS - COUNTERTOPS

Paid for by Firefighters for Consolidation
Kyle Ralston, Treasurer

CORRECTION to Feb. 28 Lotawana News

Correction:

The List of donors to the Lake Lotawana Parks and

Recreation Tennis and Pickleball fund incorrectly list-

ed Eric Johnson as a donor. It should have been

PJ Johnson as the donor of $250.  Please accept my

apologies for the error.

Eddie Robison

A Gift of Time
Offering peace of mind 

while you’re away!

Serving 
Lake Lotawana    

exclusively.

Call Ron &
Lynda Rogacki
816-886-7894

Personalized care for your  

home and pets 
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CHINNERY EVANS & NAIL, P.C.
Attorneys At Law

Carl Chinnery Gayle Evans

Molly Nail                 

Nancy Blackwell Andrew Felker

Estate Planning  •  Corporate

Real Estate  •  Probate

525-2050
800 NE Vanderbilt Lane, Lee’s Summit, MO 64064

Powell Gardens Rallies Community

Support to Oppose Feedlot
Kingsville, MO, February 28, 2018—Powell Gardens, Kansas City’s botanical

garden, is pressing the Missouri Department of Natural Resources to grant a public

hearing in regards to the expansion of a confined animal feeding operation just three

miles west of the 30-year old community treasure. Valley Oaks Steak Company,

LLC, located on 50 Highway in Johnson County, has plans to expand their 400-acre

operation from nearly 900 head of cattle to 6,999. Concerned about potential effects

the expansion could have on the purity of local waterways and air quality, commu-

nity members and Powell Gardens’ supporters began a campaign last week to con-

vince the Missouri Department of Resources of the need for a public hearing. Powell

Gardens is asking for continued support in contacting the Missouri Department of

Natural Resources with concerns.

“Powell Gardens has grave concerns regarding the expansion of the Valley Oaks

Steak Company,” said Tabitha Schmidt, CEO/President of Powell Gardens. “Its

proximity to the Gardens raises many questions about ground and surface water con-

tamination, particulate matter in the air, insects and odors. We have been over-

whelmed by support from the community regarding our stance to oppose the pro-

ject.”

The expansion includes housing, slaughtering, processing cattle and the sale of

meat on-site, while also allowing an increase in the number of cattle on the 400-acre

operation from nearly 900 to 6,999. Operations at or above 7,000 head of cattle are

designated as Class IA facilities, which are subject to regular monitoring of odor

emissions. Valley Oaks Steak Company would be classified as IB at 6,999 head of

cattle and would not be subject to as stringent of guidelines. According to various

studies conducted by the Environmental Protection Agency and the State

Environmental Resource Center, possible effects of confined animal feeding opera-

tions can include groundwater contamination and effects to air quality.

As a clean-air facility, promoting conservation and botanical excellence, Powell

Gardens is concerned for the future of the gardens and the well-being of citizens that

could be affected by this expansion. Concerned community members are encour-

aged to submit comments on the threat to air quality and ground and surface water

purity to:

Gregory Caldwell

Missouri Department of Natural Resources

P.O. Box 176 Jefferson City, MO 65102

E-mail address: greg.caldwell@dnr.mo.gov

(573) 526-1426

Powell Gardens

Powell Gardens, Kansas City’s botanical garden, resides on 970 acres of lush,

rolling hills just east of Kansas City. Known for its world-class architecture and stun-

ning display gardens, Powell Gardens sees nearly 100,000 visitors per year and

offers classes, performances and festivals year-round. In 2009, the Heartland

Harvest Garden, a 12-acre expansion that encompasses the Nation’s largest edible

landscapes, was opened to the public.

For more information about admission, seasonal hours, special events, classes,

rentals and memberships visit powellgardens.org.

Kalie Hudson 

Manager, Marketing & Sales

1609 NW US Highway 50

Kingsville, MO 64061
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Mac’s Docks has been building custom docks

for over 18 years. We are also your local dealer

for Wahoo Docks. Our goal is to offer the best

and most affordable dock on the lake. We stand

behind our 15-year warranty. If you can dream it,

we can build it!

(573) 999-9169   

(660) 676-7785

Follow us on facebook for more

pictures and information.

www.macscovedocks.com

Mac’s Docks

Storage bins - Wetsteps

Hip Roof with Cupola

NEW! In-water Bench 

BOAT COVERS & TOPS  

REPAIR WORK   

BOAT UPHOLSTERY         

WALL TENTS & FRAMES

TARPS 

AWNINGS

CUSTOM WORK

Elkhorntentandcanvas.com

elktents@gmail.com

816-867-5481

816-541-1772

1102 NW CASEY BLVD. GRAIN VALLEY

Over 25 years in the industry

Lenten Fish Dinners 
St. Robert Bellarmine Church will be having Fish

Dinners on Friday, March 23 from 4:30-7:00 PM in the

multi-purpose room by the office at 4313 S. 7

Highway, Blue Springs.  The menu will include fried

or baked fish and/or shrimp/popcorn shrimp, along

with slaw, macaroni and cheese, baked potato, corn on

the cob, green beans, dessert and drink.  Tickets are

$9.00 for adults, $5 for children, $25 for family (2

adults & 2+ children under 12) and children 5 years

and under are free. "Supersize" is available for an extra

$1.  Proceeds will go for various church projects. 

ARAAAAAAAARA

RAAAAANAAA

AAAAARAAAL

ANAARAAR

ALANNANA

ARAAAAAA
A A N A A A  A A A A A  A A  A 4 1 0 8

1800 AANARAL AAA AAAAA 203

A A  8 1 A . 4 2 1 . 0 5 0 5

w w w . s h a w h o f s t r a . c o A

ARCHITECTURE

COMMERCIAL

RESIDENTIAL

INTERIORS

PLANNING

GRAPHICS

1800 CENTRAL ST, SUITE 203

KANSAS CITY, MO 64108

P: 816.421.0505
www. shawhofstra.com

Giving you and your kids 
something to smile about.

Pain-Free Injection Procedures
Quiet Tools | Quick Service 

Simple Insurance & Paperless Billing  
Modern Setting | Lots of Smiles

717 N 7 Highway Blue Springs, MO 64014 
hellopediatricdentistry.com

now 
accepting

new patients
816.622.2843

Blue Springs Police Department Joins Project Remember

‘Project Remember/Answering the Call – March 23-31, 2018’

St. Charles, Missouri to Kansas City, Missouri
Blue Springs, Mo. – Blue Springs Police Officer,

endurance athlete and member of “Project

Remember,” Keegan Hughes, will honor fallen

Missouri first responders and raise money for

Answering the Call (501C3) by completing a 260-mile

run across the state of Missouri in full duty uniform on

March 23-31, 2018, in 9 days. The event begins in St.

Charles, where St. Louis area SWAT and first respon-

ders will proudly run beside Officer Hughes. As he

crosses the state, Officer Hughes and team will be

meeting up with additional first responders to present

flags of honor to the families of fallen first responders.

He will also be carrying a game ball for the Kansas

City Royals’ opening weekend. The final leg will

honor Larry Leggio and John Mesh, two KC

Firefighters who tragically lost their lives battling a

metro area fire. Upon arrival at Kauffman Stadium,

Officer Tom Wagstaff (Independence, MO Police

Department) will throw out the first pitch of the

Royals game on Saturday, March 31st at 6:15pm.

Officer Wagstaff will also be celebrating the one-year

anniversary of his miraculous recovery of a near fatal

gunshot wound to the head that he encountered while

serving his community.

Project Remember / Answering the Call is a 501C3

first responder charity that gives 100% of all donations

received to first responders and/or their families in

times of need. This includes all levels of law enforce-

ment, firefighters, and EMT’s. Answering the Call was

founded in 2015 to assist Officer Josh Ward as he bat-

tled a flesh-eating disease that developed from a ran-

dom virus. Answering the Call has since helped many

other first responders when they needed it most.

Tammy Decker, Sponsorship Coordinator

Tdecker919@gmail.com

816.419.8775 

www.youcaring.com/answeringthe call911

LS R-7 to host Kindergarten Round Up

March 27 at all elementary schools

The Lee’s Summit R-7 School District will host Kindergarten Round Up from

5 to 6:30 p.m. March 27 at all elementary schools. The event is for children who

will be kindergarten students in 2018-19. 

To be eligible to enter kindergarten next year, children must reach the age of

5 before Aug. 1, 2018. Children will participate in Kindergarten Round Up at

their home elementary school. To determine your child’s school, you may enter

your address at this webpage:

http://www.infofinderi.com/ifi/?cid=LSRS13J5TQSE7. 

Online enrollment information will be shared at Kindergarten Round Up, and

the online enrollment portal will be available after March 27. Kindergarten

screenings will be held during June.
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Mike Morlan     3rd Generation Lotawana Homeowner

Owner                                                Licensed & Insured

Premier KC Lawn, LLC
“We take pride in your lawn”

816-589-7134
27 N Street, Lake Lotawana, MO 64086

PremierKCLawn@comcast.net

CUSTOM LAKE HOME 

BUILDING AND REMODELING

Come see our new offices at 

9700 Mytye Road, Lake Lotawana, MO

mark@markfrashierconstruction.com

www.markfrashierconstruction.com 

OFFICE/FAX: 816-578-4254
CELL: 816-215-3327
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Chris M. Madden

Financial Advisor

816-224-9278

Make a Change
If you're like most busy homeowners, you don't have the time to handle all of your landscapes’
maintenance needs. That's where we can help.  With Lone Oak Lawns, you can spend less
time working on your property and more time enjoying it.  Whether you need basic weekly care
or total property maintenance, Lone Oak Lawns is here for you.  Built on referrals, taking pride
in all that we do…Lone Oak Lawns is a local, family owned company focused on customer
service, providing you with the most detailed professional results.

We Specialize In 

Call us today and we'll be happy to assist
you with any outdoor solutions you might need!

816.365.7803

for the Better!

Comprehensive Turf Care Programs
Professional Mowing Services  

Shrub & Bed Maintenance    

Landscape / Design / Install    
Custom Patios / Retaining Walls

Ponds & Pondless Waterfalls

www.loneoaklawns.com  

As you may have

heard, the stock market

has been on a wild ride

lately. What’s behind

this volatility? And, as

an investor, how con-

cerned should you be? 

Let’s look at the first

question first. What

caused the steep drop in

stock prices we experi-

enced on a few separate

days? 

Essentially, two main

factors seem to be

responsible. First, some

good economic news

may actually have

played a significant role.

A 17-year low in unem-

ployment and solid job

growth have begun to

push wages upward.

These developments

have led to fears of ris-

ing inflation, which, in

turn, led to speculation

that the Federal Reserve

will tighten the money

supply at a faster-than-

expected rate. Stocks

reacted negatively to

these expectations of

higher interest rates. 

The second cause of

the market volatility

appears to be simply a

reaction to the long bull

market. While rising

stock prices lead many

people to continue buy-

ing more and more

shares, some people

actually need to sell

their stocks – and this

pent-up selling demand,

combined with short-

term profit-taking,

helped contribute to the

large sell-offs of recent

days. 

Now, as for the ques-

tion of how concerned

you should be about this

volatility, consider these

points:  

Sell-offs are nothing

unusual. We’ve often

experienced big sell-

offs, but they’ve gener-

ally been followed with

strong recoveries. Of

course, past perfor-

mance is not a guarantee

of future results, but his-

tory has shown that

patient, persistent

investors have often

been rewarded.  

Fundamentals are

strong. While short-term

market movements can

be caused by a variety of

factors, economic con-

ditions and corporate

earnings typically drive

performance in the long

term. Right now, the

U.S. economy is near

full employment, con-

sumer and business sen-

timent has risen strong-

ly, manufacturing and

service activity is at

multi-year highs, and

GDP growth in 2018

appears to be on track

for the best performance

since 2015. Further-

more, corporate earn-

ings are expected to rise

this year.

So, given this back-

ground, what’s your

next move? Here are

some suggestions:

Review your situa-

tion. You may want to

work with a financial

professional to evaluate

your portfolio to deter-

mine if it is helping you

make the progress you

need to eventually

achieve your long-term

goals.  

Reassess your risk tol-

erance. If you were

unusually upset over the

loss in value of your

investments during the

market pullback, you

may need to review your

risk tolerance to deter-

mine if it’s still appro-

priate for your invest-

ment mix. If you feel

you are taking on too

much risk, you may

need to rebalance your

portfolio. Keep in mind,

though, that by “playing

it safe” and investing

heavily in vehicles that

offer greater protection

of principal, but little in

the way of return, you

run the risk of not attain-

ing the growth you need

to reach your objec-

tives.  

Look for opportuni-

ties. A market pullback

such as the one we’ve

experienced, which

occurs during a period

of economic expansion

and rising corporate

profits, can give long-

term investors a chance

to add new shares at

attractive prices in an

environment that may

be conducive to a mar-

ket rally. 

A sharp market pull-

back, such as we’ve

seen recently, will

What Should Investors Know About Recent Volatility? 

always be big news. But

if you look beyond the

headlines, you can

sometimes see a differ-

ent picture – and one

that may be brighter

than you had realized.

This article was writ-

ten by Edward Jones for

use by your local

Edward Jones Financial

Advisor. 

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare Our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

% Minimum deposit

Minimum deposit

Minimum deposit

APY*

% APY*
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The Future of Lake Lotawana: Part 1
by David Tillema, Alderman Ward III

Moreheads change lives in Kenya

Flexstone before grafts.

Peter at his school with Cindy, the Principal of

the school, and Kirk.

Vital at his school...Special delivery of Cap’n

Crunch from USA!

The Lake Lotawana Comprehensive Plan, now

called Lotawana Destiny, has recently obtained

valuable feedback from public participation in

community workshops organized by the KU grad-

uate students.  Review of the responses provides

considerable insight on what the Citizens of Lake

Lotawana want now and in the future. This infor-

mation is detailed in the Lotawana Destiny Plan

and is available in draft form on the City’s web

site. Most of the responses fall into the following

four categories.

1. Maintain a sense of community with a

small town charm.

2. Preserve our environment and let’s have

more open and green spaces.

3. Develop and maintain Financial Stability.

4.  Limit the size and growth of the Lake

Community and explore boundary changes.

We have had two significant annexations since

2003. For a successful  annexation, there must be

a vision and a reason for combining two separate

areas into one viable city.   Today, using the infor-

mation from public participation, let’s take a close

look at  the 2003 voluntary annexation of the 2500

acre Milton Thompson Tract, also know as the

Barber Property (located West of Lake Lotawana,

East of Milton Thompson Road, and North of

Hwy 50).  Why was it annexed? What does the

annexation provide now and in the future, and at

what cost to the City? These are all questions to be

asked.

The  main reasons for this voluntary annexa-

tion were:

1. Limit, control and contain the area of

Quarry operation and mining.  The Settlement

Agreement did just that. It limited the mining

operation to a designated area West of Highway 7

thereby prohibiting mining East of Hwy 7. In

addition, land buffers were established to prevent

mining a specified distance  from existing high-

ways and adjacent property not owned by Barber.  

2. The City would  receive real estate tax,

sales tax on sales to non tax exempt entities, and

could impose a tax or fee on the aggregate sold by

the Quarry. Payment, however,  for this “tipping

fee,” has not been received in several years and is

currently in litigation.   The City would also

receive jurisdiction over the  entire Tract which

includes the main watershed of Lake Lotawana

from Big Rock Bay to Sunset Cove.     

3. The City in turn would permit the Quarry

area to continue its  mining operations above

ground until January 2029.

Commercial Development

The Quarry entrance is blocked and appears

to be closed. Rumor has it that the Quarry is for

sale. The  occupation license  required by  the City

for Quarry operation has expired, but a new

request is pending. At this time there are  two

other business permits  in this area, the cement

plant and a truck center. 

Future development of immediate Quarry Area

is on hold until the mining permit expires in 2029,

until proper reclamation occurs, and until utilities,

especially sewer, are available.  With the mandat-

ed buffer between the Quarry operation area and

the roads, and with the new access road along

Hwy 50, select partials of land are now prime for

current commercial development.

Residential Development

Land for future development outside the

Quarry area  is almost all zoned Estate Residential

which allows for low density housing, usually one

home per three to five acres and they may have

their individual septic system. This spreading out

of homes will allow more lawn and less concrete

and is the best we can hope for from an environ-

mental standpoint.  Protective Overlay Zoning can

also be used to prohibit construction in or near our

streams and will go a long way to protect the qual-

ity of our Lake.

Financial Stability

At the present, the Milton Thompson Tract

has limited revenue potential. The revenue cur-

rently generated by real estate and by sales tax is

minimal. This may soon change with future resi-

dential development  and when commercial devel-

opment expands along the access road North of

Highway 50.

The expense side is not pretty! Until the Lake

Lotawana Street Infrastructure Assessment was

commissioned by the City in 2016, the City had

not adequately addressed road ownership or fund-

ing for repair of these roads.

We now know the roads in Milton Thompson

Tract alone currently need well over $300,000 in

repairs and maintaince. The City is preparing a

five-year plan to address the repair and the financ-

ing of these roads.

The bottom line from the 2003 annexation is

this: while we have  control of the Milton

Thompson Tract,  we also have responsibility  for

street infrastructure and the much needed road

repair. This will have  significant impact on our

bare bones budget! It is, therefore, up to us, our

City, to use this investment wisely and protect our

Lake environment during inevitable future devel-

opment with proper land use and zoning.

Next edition of the Lotawana News, Part 2

with thoughts on the annexation South of

Highway 50.

David Tillema
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Cindy and Kirk Morehead return from 5th trip to Eldoret, Kenya, 

once again changing the lives of hundreds of Native Kenyans

LAKE LIGHTS

by Paula Koch

Cindy and Kirk Morehead continue to awe our com-

munity with their efforts on behalf of the Kenyan peo-

ple. Through the generosity of friends, churches,

Kirk’s group at Dow Chemical, and the community,

the couple has been able to provide everything from

chickens for nutrition and retail selling to skin grafts

and a wheelchair for Flexstone, a four-year-old burn

victim. From a water pump providing running water to

orphans in shelters to educating farmers on best prac-

tices and setting up co-operatives. 

Returning home in February from their fifth trip to

Eldoret, Kenya, once again sponsored by Dow

Chemical Company in coordination with AMPATH,

the couple has changed the lives of hundreds of native

Kenyans.  Kirk retired from Dow in spring of last year

but the services of this dynamic couple are still in

demand for helping to create sustainability in Kenya.

Cindy has the same sentiment she has had every time.

“They touched my heart more than we touched them,”

she says.

The results of their hands-on efforts and the $47,000

raised are easily seen in the numbers.  In the summer

of 2016, Chics for Chicks was responsible for provid-

ing 1468 chickens in 17 different places within a 50-

mile radius of Eldoret. As of the Morehead’s last trip,

that statistic has taken a big leap. Cindy explains,

"Chics for Chicks has placed over 4500 chickens, pro-

vided feed for a month and wire for a coop in five shel-

ters/orphanages along with 50 individual people. All

but 10 were women. Twelve farmer cooperatives have

been established along with brooders given to each

co-op and 386 farmers trained for chickens. Mafuta

took one brooder and built 24 more for their members

to use in chicken rearing.  We also helped fund an incu-

bator for them that holds 960 chickens.” 

The chicken production program is a result of a

chance meeting with Cindy and a woman named

Rebecca, an HIV widow with eight children and three

grandchildren, on the first trip. Cindy recognized the

need for nutrition beyond beans and rice and Rebecca

was on board for the chicken project. It is no wonder

that Cindy’s name in Kenya is “KuKu Lady,”

Kiswahili for chicken. The success of Chics for Chicks

caught the attention of Heifer International and it now

provides education on raising chicken. AMPATH uses

the project for their model on sustainability in poultry

production. “AMPATH has the people and Heifer has

the ability to educate and train people,” says Kirk, who

was instrumental in getting Heifer on board.

Kirk’s primary efforts are associated with AMPATH

as well as Purdue University through the sponsorship

by Dow. The focus is demo projects of maize and

indigenous vegetables, as well as poultry and dairy, to

show best practices, thus increasing yield. “We take the

information and show the data we have collected to

different farm groups to know what we learned and

how to utilize their skills. We now have 80 different

farm groups, 30 legal cooperatives. We are working

with those 30 so that 12 will be profitable. A couple of

them have employees. Agrovets, which is Ag retail

development, learn to run a business and all phases of

business acumen. They sell fertilizer, chemicals and

seed,” Kirk notes. 

Vegetable crops are African indigenous vegetables.

“African nightshade is a nutritious weed. Amaranth is

called pigweed and is considered noxious in the U.S.

Kenyans take the seed and make porridge which is

very nutritious,” Kirk explains and adds, “We are

working in conjunction with Purdue University on

indigenous vegetables. It is a five-year study of nutri-

tional benefits, storage, and why these vegetables are

so important to the livelihood of native Africans.”

Cindy and Kirk also transported four computers for use

by the co-ops. 

Helping children obtain education was another need

the Morehead’s saw, and on their first trip they con-

nected with two HIV orphans, Peter and Vital, who

now consider Cindy and Kirk their parents. Peter is in

what would be our seventh grade. He is 17. Vital is 20

and is equivalent to a junior in high school.

Funding for education also has been available to help

two of Rebecca’s daughters after a crop failure from

worms left her short of money for school fees. In total,

the Moreheads have secured educational funding for

11 children. This effort is ongoing and will continue to

require funding. “So many people can use help espe-

cially kids without parents. Getting an education is the

only way out,” says Cindy. Continuing to observe the

people’s needs, beyond the original projects, Cindy

and Kirk raised funds for three water tanks and pumps.

Can you imagine life with no running water? The

orphans at three shelters now can take a shower and

use water for drinking and cooking. 

Funding from Cindy’s brother’s church provided an

interlocking brick machine for Tumiini street boys’

home, helping them become self sustaining, learn

masonry, and save college funds for the boys by selling

bricks.

Cindy continues to visit the burn unit at the hospital.

Through the generosity of F-block residents Katy and

Lanny Maness providing the funding for skin grafts,

Flexstone is now out of the hospital burn unit after a

year. “Flexstone was never going to get out of the hos-

pital until he had skin grafts,” says Cindy. Skin grafts

and a wheelchair for the four-year-old boy who has

cerebral palsy changed his life. On this trip, for a spe-

cial Valentine’s Day treat, Cindy took photos of all 260

kids, got them printed in one day, and took them back

and presented them. “It brought such joy to the parents

to have a picture of their child. For some kids, it will

be the only picture they have of them,” remarks Cindy.

Maggie Alegwa from AMPATH is a social worker

who Kirk and Cindy work with directly and refer to as

their “Kenyan angel.”  Maggie identifies people most

in need—whether it be chicken or skin grafts.

Maggie’s husband also has been instrumental in mak-

ing better brooders.

The Moreheads anticipate there will be future trips to

this land where the people have captured their hearts.

“The Kenyan people have become part of our family. It

is easier to go back now, actually seeing seeds grow

and seeing people prosper,” Cindy says.

If you are interested in helping the Kenyan people,

Cindy is masterful at directly matching the money with

the need. You can send a check to her at Cindy

Morehead, 8904 Shrout Road, Grain Valley, MO

64029. If you need tax deductibility, you can send a

check to Lake Lotawana Community United Methodist

Church at 28901 E. Colbern Road, Lake Lotawana,

MO  64086 and designate it for the Kenyan project.

Maggie, the “Kenyan Angel,” is the one Cindy

depends on to deliver chickens and find the

clients that need them the most.  This is the new

brooder for 50 chickens that Maggie’s husband

designed.

Interlocking brick making machine at Tumiini street boys’ home.
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www.phillipspaving.com 

 

The highest quality Asphalt Paving Company 

in the KC Metro Area for over 27 years. 

Call us for a free estimate. 

(816) 921-8080 

 

Ask us about our decorative imprinted Asphalt! Bill and Linda Kanai at KC Royals spring training

camp in Surprise, Az.

MDC offers free jig and fly tying classes at Lee's

Summit March 21 and March 28

Kansas City, Mo. – The Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) will offer

two free classes to teach anglers how to tie jigs and flies for fishing. Jigs and flies

are effective fishing lures. Making lures adds an art and craft touch to angling, and

they catch fish.

The first class will cover tying jigs 6 to 8 p.m. on Wednesday, March 21, at MDC’s

Kansas City Regional Office, 12405 Ranson Road. Jigs are fishing lures with

weighted heads, often with chenille and marabou attached to the hook, that mimic

minnows and insects. The class will cover terminology, equipment, and techniques

to make jigs. All materials will be provided.

Fly tying will be covered in the second class 6 to 8 p.m. on Wednesday, March 28,

at MDC’s Kansas City Regional Office. Flies are most often used with fly rods and

they mimic insects or minnows. They are often used to fish for trout or panfish such

as bluegill.

The classroom will be open one evening a month after the classes for participants

to tie jigs and flies. Participants must bring their own tying materials, but MDC

equipment will be available to use free of charge. The open tying sessions will let

participants swap ideas, techniques, and fish stories.

The classes are open to participants age 12 and older. Those under 16 must be

accompanied by an adult.

For more information, call 816-622-0900. To register for classes, visit

https://huntfish.mdc.mo.gov/fishing/events.

MDC also offers Discover Nature — Fishing classes that teach basic angling skills

in four sessions, which end with actual fishing in ponds or lakes. For scheduled

classes and information, visit https://huntfish.mdc.mo.gov/fishing/get-started-fish-

ing/discover-nature-fishing.

MDC will offer free classes on tying jigs and flies for fishing March 21 and

March 28 at the Kansas City Regional Office in Lee's Summit. Materials
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OPEN HOUSE
Friday, April 20 and Saturday, April 21   

9-5 at our store. 
Special prices in all areas!

Prairie Township Rescue Unit Scholarship

Fund will be awarding one $5,000, one $4,000

and two $3,000 scholarships. This program was

started in 2007 and has helped 63 local area

seniors. These scholarships can be used to further

your education at any college, university, trade or

technical school.

Last year the PTRU Scholarship Committee

added one $2,000 and two $1,000 scholarships

awarding 7 scholarships for a total amount of

$19,000. The PTRU Scholarship Committee has

awarded $160,000 from the scholarship fund

since it started. 

The ambulance service was supported by the

residents of three fire districts. This program will

in turn be offered to high school seniors residing

in those districts.  If you are a high school senior

within the fire districts of Lake Lotawana, Lone

Jack or Prairie Township you are eligible to apply.

In addition to living in the designated area, you

need a 3.0 or better grade point average and a

minimum ACT score of 18.

You may pick up an application and all rules at

the following locations:

Lee’s Summit High School

Lee’s Summit North High School

Lone Jack High School

All applications must be postmarked on or

before April 4, 2018.

Thank You to the Rescue Unit volunteers who

unselfishly served our community for many years

and made this scholarship program available.

Prairie Township Rescue Unit Scholarship

Committee  

Rena Allin, Committee Chair

35 V Street

816-578-4177

HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS Lee’s Summit High School 

Golden 50 Reunion to be June 10
The Lee’s Summit High School biannual Golden 50

Reunion will be held from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. June 10 at

the LSHS Fieldhouse, 400 SE Blue Parkway. The last

Golden 50 Reunion was held in June 2016 with more

than 300 attending.

All LSHS classes graduating at least 50 years ago are

encouraged to attend. The alumni are also invited to

bring guests. Classes included this year are 1967 and

1968 and any years prior to this. Dinner will be at 1

p.m. with a program to follow. Cost is $16 per person

for a buffet catered by HyVee. Attendees are tradition-

ally seated by class to renew old friendships and make

new ones.

Announcements are being mailed during March. If

you have any questions, if your address has changed or

to make sure you are on the invitation list, please con-

tact Mary Kate Childers Williams at (816) 524-1000 or

omamarykate@yahoo.com. You may also contact Mrs.

Williams to provide information about other gradu-

ates’ current records.

In addition to the Golden 50 Reunion, several classes

are planning additional activities.
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Lake Lotawana History: From the Archives - March
70 YEARS AGO

LAKE LOTAWANA NEWS March, 1948

Lake Is Being Lowered

The lake has been dropped 10 ½ inches and it is expected by April 1 it will be

down eighteen inches. As soon as the sewer crew can get in the sewers will be

repaired. Several places on the north side were cracked by the weight of the ice and

the sewer lines are filled with lake water.

C.W. Reid, association president said no sewage had leaked into the lake because

of the heavy pressure of the lake water on the sewer pipes…

60 YEARS AGO

LAKE LOTAWANA NEWS March, 1958

Cleanup Campaign Begins in April

Garden Club and Lake Association Plan Drive to Combat Litterbugs

Lake Lotawana Garden Club and the Lake Lotawana Association have joined

forces in sponsoring a cleanup campaign. Two truck pickups are scheduled for the

first week of April, weather permitting…Residents are being urged to co-operate

with the Make-Lotawana-Beautiful campaign by gathering on the roadside, ready

for pickup, cumbersome debris like old barrels, drums, rocks and old lumber. Pickup

of this material will be made free of charge by the Association truck…

50 YEARS AGO

LAKE Lotawana NEWS March, 1968

Editorial: It’s Up to the Voters

April 2 is an important day to the citizens of Lake Lotawana. This is election day

and the day that the voters decide what kind of government they want. Three alder-

men will be elected. These men will decide how your money will be spent, how your

living will be regulated, and generally will plot the course of Lake Lotawana.

It is the duty of every citizen to vote and to be an informed voter. You should meet

and talk to the candidates, learn their views and tell them what you want and expect.

They will control the pursestrings and thereby decide whether our city will continue

to have a 5- to 6-man police force which last year spent $27,071.50 or 63.5 percent

of the total income, or whether we should have something more in keeping with a

village of 1,499 population. You should inform the candidates what you desire and

learn from they which they want.

You should learn their ideas on the sewers which are still a problem and will

require the wisdom of Solomon to solve…

40 YEARS AGO

Lotawana EXPRESS March 8, 1978

On Your Mark By Marion Egan

Where is that lovely, helpful redhead who scooped snow from around our station

wagon during the last snow? This pre-spring snow that blew March into the calendar

seems equally heavy for a “little old lady” to remove. Snowy days like this are cozy

for the retired who enjoy being at home with a good book, or tape recorders. The

cupboard is stocked with emergency supplies, the frig is humming along and filled

with edibles. The telephone brings the sound of a friendly voice.

Outdoors we broomed areas on the balcony to remove snow from the bird feeder

as well as the flooring itself so ample seed can be put out…

Lotawana EXPRESS March 22, 1978

Missouri Yacht Club By Meg Reniger

Winter has gone

The snow has fell

If Spring is here

Why is it colder than it was this time last year!

What did you expect, a poet? Following Dottie Wetherill, somewhat of a Kahlil

Gibran—and her predecessor, Linda Wood, Lake Lotawawanas answer to Irma

Bombeck, are big shoes to fill and it is going to take more than my big feet!...

30 YEARS AGO

Lotawana EXPRESS March 9, 1988

Chit Chat By Dix

…There have been more ducks and geese on the Lake this winter than anyone can

remember. Frank and Shirley say it is quite a show in front of their place. Ducks and

geese flying and landing on the ice, in the air everywhere. They still use the hot tub

and they like to sit in it and watch the constant action…

Lotawana EXPRESS March 23, 1988

Lotawana Sportsmen Club Mouse Race

The Lake Lotawana Sportsmen Club is sponsoring a Mouse Race on Saturday,

April 9th, 8:00 p.m. at the Clubhouse. There is a $1 donation. The Race features live

Mice, Race Track, Starting Gates and Commentator. All the action of going to the

races…

20 YEARS AGO

Lotawana Express News March 11, 1998

Motor Safety Debate on 7 Hwy. Continues

Progress as promised is a phrase often used to describe transportation advance-

ments and road upgrades on Missouri’s highway system.

Yet for motorists traveling on the Highway 7 corridor between U.S. 50 Highway

and Colbern Road, safety precautions have been slow in coming to Lake Lotawana

according to area law enforcement.

Traffic-related accidents on Highway 7 propelled a January 2, 1997 letter to Dan

Needham, then the Governor’s Highway Safety Representative, from Lake

Lotawana Chief of Police G.R. Poletis. In the letter, Poletis urged Needham to take

temporary precautions for area motorists by requesting amber warning lights and

signs cautioning the presence of turning vehicles…

Lotawana Express News March 25, 1998

Election Issue

The Mayor’s Column W. Stephen Nixon

There is good news to report to the community. The drug house at M-106 has been

torn down and the debris removed. The owner of the drug house is currently serving

a long prison term with the Missouri Department of Corrections. The message

should be clear to people who manufacture and sell drugs that they are not welcome

in Lake Lotawana, and that every effort will be made to remove them from our com-

munity…

10 YEARS AGO

Lotawana News March 12, 2008

Lake Lotawana Beautification Commission

Division of Lotawana Parks & Recreation, Inc. By Pat Beer, President

The LLBC has taken a short rest from meetings and fund raising, but we are busy

planning an awesome party for you on April 26th.

Mark your calendar now! You won’t want to miss the biggest event of 2008. You

will eat and drink your way through four different lake homes with appetizers, soup,

salad, entrée and desserts. There will be prizes and entertainment. Tickets will be

limited…All proceeds go toward the completion of the park…

Lotawana News March 26, 2008

The Business Beat By Paula Koch

Blue Heron Design—a unique shopping experience

Blue Heron Design, located in charming downtown Lee’s Summit, is more than a

unique shop. It is a one-of-a-kind shopping experience. Not only is the merchandise

something that you won’t see elsewhere, owner Peggy Brown concentrates her

efforts on bringing Fair Trade products into our community…
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SERVICES

B & L Plumbing
Complete Service, Repair,
Installation, Sewer & Drain
Cleaning--see ad page 3

REAL ESTATE

Classified Ads
First 15 words - $10.00 

Each additional word - 25 cents. 

Please send your ad and

payment in advance of publication to:

Lotawana News

P.O. Box 6613

Lee’s Summit, MO 64064-6613
You may pay by cash or check.

Next issue: March 28, 2018

Deadline: Mon., March 19, 2018, 5 pm

phone:   816- 578-5834 

email:   lotawananews@aol.com)

www.lakelotawananews.com

CLASSIFIED ADS and more

BOAT UPHOLSTERY
FREE ESTIMATE

Call Jim 816-525-1939

Customized House Cleaning
Lynda Reed

816-838-7789

References gladly furnished in Lake Lotawana

Keilman Kustom Canvas 
Covers, Biminis,

Sunbrella Seat Covers 
Pontoon, Power and

Sailboat 
Call Mike-816-694-6254 

The Aholt family, Jim,

Rita, and James, collect

aluminum cans year round

as income for the Lake

Lotawana Ski Club.  They

also take bulkier pieces

like window frames, tire

rims and gutters etc. They

average about $100 month

for Ski Club..         

RECYCLE YOUR

ALUMINUM CANS

Help Lotawana 

Ski Club!

Place in trailer across

the street from 7-Y.
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BOATS/ACCESSORIES

LANDMARK South 

Body Shop 

FULL SERVICE AVAILABLE

AT SAME LOCATION

7820 E 171st Street, Belton, MO 
(at 71 and 58 Hwys) 

Brad Wood, Body Shop Manager

816-331-4300
brad.landmarksouth@gmail.com

Vince Saluto Masonry
Lotawana’s Mason since 1981

From the Gate Markers to some of the Finest Homes

STONE, BRICK or BLOCK
I personally install and repair.

816-225-2877

SCREENWAREHOUSE
USA.COM

Total Screening
Solutions 

Retractable,  Stationary
Solar, Clear Film
Interior/Exterior 
816-525-4442

Anna’s Boat Covers
816-519-8707

816-868-6580
John’s Marine Service 

Buying or Selling?
Stellar work ethic!

7 days a week availability!

Aggressive Marketing!

Home Sweet Home Realty

816-808-4000
kellysloan.com ❤ hshrealty.com

Reduced rates to sell! ❤ No additional fees!

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

Scott Matthews 816 726-1644          Mark Frashier 816 215-3327

www.youravon.com/Kathleen Morey

Your personal shopper

10’ x 24’ Single well ELF
boat dock, with 4,000 lb.
Econo lift, 4’ x 12’ walk-
way and 12’ x 14’ swim
dock for sale.
Encapsulated foam and
concrete decking.   X 31
Lake Lotawana.  
Email
swbrown72@gmail.com
Phone (913) 660-3350

For Sale: Covered 10x20

slip steel frame dock

with working boat lift.

$1,000. 

Call 816-591-3137 for

more information.

EXPERIENCED PET
SITTER AND DOG
WALKER 
Unable to walk your dogs
during the day? Don’t
want to kennel them?
Lake resident, Lizzy
Ungashick, has you
covered. 816-401-6392
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FRAZIER

CONSTRUCTION
SERVING LAKE LOTAWANA AREA OVER 30 YEARS

q CUSTOM HOME REMODELING

q NEW ADDITIONS

q STRUCTURAL REPAIRS

q GARAGES, DECKS, STAIRS

578-4308

Free Estimate                                 References

LET’S DO BUSINESS!

www.johnsmarineservice.com       816-868-6580

Mercruiser Master Certified  • Mercury Outboard Certified

25 years experience • New, used & rebuilt engines & parts

Trailer repair & welding • Custom stereos installed

Mobile service available to local lakes

Phone 816-795-7575

Cell 816-223-5739 
4252 N.E. Port Dr.

Lee’s Summit, MO 64064

www.mmgolfcars.com

ZAK BLISS

zak@mmgolfcars.com

M & M
GOLF CARS, L.L.C.

info@got-boat.com
got-boat.com 

BOAT REPAIR - mobile & shop

BOAT LIFTS - sales & repair

816-697-6627  
50 and 7 Highways   

E Z MARINE

ficcs@aol.com

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Lotawana NEWS 
If you would like to subscribe to the Lake Lotawana

community newspaper, please send your name, address

and check for $18 to:

Lotawana News

PO Box 6613

Lee’s Summit, MO 64064

Sunset Cove Studio
Wildlife Painting • Sea Shell Masks

• Paneled Screens

Watercolor Artist

Diane Cristopher
P 816.578.4615

C 816.853.9380

Bret Voitenko, President  816.564.6818

Blue Water Travel

Terri Jobe
owner

816-365-5978
www.bluewatertravelandcruises.com

terri@bluewatertravelandcruises.com

Powerwash Decks, Docks & House

Thirty-Five Years Experience

FREE ESTIMATES

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING

DRYWALL & CEILING REPAIR

WOOD REPLACEMENT & WOOD STAINING

STEVE SUMMERS

(816) 694-2291

Summers Painting & More

816-935-3544

Golf Cars and 
Turf Equipment
9900 Lackman Rd
Lenexa, KS 66219

Manny Cervante
Sale

913.220.528
913.495.552
913.495.553

mcervantes@kansasgt.co
www.kansasgolfandturf co

C
PP
F

es
es

87
27
31
m
murf, www.kansasgolfandt f..co

Jeff McDonough

jmcdonough@kansasgt.com

www.kansasgolfandturf.comLenexa, KS 66219

Lenexa, KS 66219

9900 Lackman Rd

913.220.5287

913.495.5527

913.495.5531
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T-22 
Superb docking space with a covered double-well dock plus a sun 
dock.  Deep water and a lovely view are yours to enjoy at this 
charming first  tier property.  The stone-accented home has         
4 bedrooms, 3 baths and a finished walk-out basement. 

Lotawana.com

RudderRealEstate.com


